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A. PROGRAM RATIONALE AND PHILOSOPHY 


Many students who come to Canada from other 
countries speak languages other than English and 

upon entering Alberta schools, have varying level 

of English language proficiency. These students 
are an important and integral part of our schools 
and communities. English as a Second Language 
(ESL) students are those students whose level of 
English language proficiency precludes them from 
full participation in the learning experiences 
provided in Alberta schools without additional 
support in English language development. 


In order to benefit fully from schooling in Alberta 
ESL students should have: 


e enriched and_ supportive instructional 
programs that appropriately develop English 
language proficiency 


e access to the full range of curriculum and 
services available to all students in Alberta 
schools. 


The goal of this program is to provide ESL 
students with planned, systematic instruction and 
support that will enable them to speak the English 
language fluently, further their education, and 
become productive and contributing members of 
Albertan and Canadian society. 


@©A lberta Education, Alberta, Canada 


The following assumptions provide the basis for 
the development of this program of studies. 


e Students come to the English language 
learning classroom with a wealth of previous 
knowledge and experience to share and upon 
which to build. 


e A supportive school environment _ that 
reinforces and encourages student pride in 
home, community, language and culture, will 
lead to greater student success. 


e Students require differing periods of time to 
adapt to school and life in Canada. 


e Students lear English at different rates, 
depending on such factors as their previous 
school experiences and their ability to listen, 
speak, read and write in their first language. 


e Meaning is central to language learning. 
Students learn language most effectively when 
programs are relevant to their experiences, 
interests and prior knowledge. 


English as a Second Language (Senior High) / 
(1997) 
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e English language learning is an active process 
in which students participate, by: 


— striving to link new learning to what they 
already know 

— developing and experimenting’ with 
hypotheses about the new language and 
culture 

— interacting with native English speakers 
and reading authentic English language 
texts. 


PROGRAM ORGANIZATION 


The program is organized into five levels. Level 1 
is intended for students who are acquiring literacy 
for the first time or who have had significant gaps 
in previous schooling. Level 2 is intended for 
students who have little or no experience with 
English prior to entering Alberta schools. Level 3 
is intended for students who have some 
competency in English and need a program 
focused specifically on language development for 
academic learning. Level 4 is intended for 
students who are able to succeed in most high 
school courses with consistent support in English 
language development for academic learning. 
Level 5 students receive assistance with subject- 
specific language development in a variety of 
ways, such as in learning centres, from peer 
coaching and with teacher assistance. 


General Outcomes 


Throughout the five levels, students are expected 
to grow in their ability to demonstrate the 
following general outcomes. 

Students will use spoken and written English to: 

e gather, interpret and communicate information 
¢ establish and maintain relationships 


e make decisions, solve problems, and plan and 
Carry out projects 


e¢ explore, respond to and extend ideas and 
experiences. 


2/ English as a Second Language (Senior High) 
(1997) 


The general outcomes represent different, but 
interrelated, dimensions for learning in the ESL 
program. Although the general outcomes are 
stated separately, they are not mutually exclusive; 
but rather are meant to be developed in 
conjunction with one another. 


Specific Outcomes 


Specific outcomes are listed in five columns, one 
column for each level. They state what students 
are expected to know and be able to do by the end 
of each level. 


Following each group of specific outcomes is a 
list of suggested grammatical concepts and 
structures related to the specific outcomes in the 
group. By learning and applying these 
grammatical concepts and structures, students will 
be better able to demonstrate the outcomes of the 
program. The grammatical concepts apply to all 
five levels as student grammatical knowledge and 
competence develops’ gradually through 
subsequent levels of the program. 


©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
University of Alberta Libraries 


http://archive.org/details/shsengsecondlang9/edmo 


B. LEARNER OUTCOMES 


An overview of the student outcomes for senior 
high school English as a Second Language is 
provided below. The general outcomes are 
followed by organizational statements under 
which the specific outcomes are grouped. 


General Outcome 1 


Students will use spoken and written English to 
gather, interpret and communicate information. 
They: 


e locate, gather and interpret information 
¢ categorize and classify information 


e organize information § sequentially and 
chronologically 

e define key vocabulary 

e describe physical attributes, functions, 


composition and behaviours 

¢ compare and contrast 

e explain how and why something happens or 
works 

e develop and present reports 

e make hypotheses and predictions 

e synthesize and summarize. 


General Outcome 2 


Students will use spoken and written English to 
establish and maintain relationships. They: 


¢ express and inquire about the interests, 
activities and needs of others 

narrate activities and events 

respond to questionnaires and applications 
express opinions 

explain actions, motivations and values. 


©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 


General Outcome 3 


Students will use spoken and written English to 
make decisions, solve problems, and plan and 
carry out projects. They: 


interact to accomplish a task 

negotiate meaning 

follow and give instructions 

evaluate information and ideas 

express and inquire about degrees of certainty, 
possibility and capability 

e interact with others from a variety of cultural, 
linguistic and racial backgrounds. 


General Outcome 4 


Students will use spoken and written English to 
explore, respond to and extend ideas and 
experiences. They: 


e develop understanding of a variety of text 
forms 

express and explain personal responses 
discuss the elements of text structure 

identify and use figurative language 

choose forms appropriate to topic, purpose 
and audience. 


English as a Second Language (Senior High) /3 
(1997) 
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